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STATE ENERGY OFFICE DEBUTS NEW E85-CAPABLE IMPALA AT N.C.STATE FAIR

Vehicle Provided by General Motors to Help State Further Promote Aternative Fuel Vehicles

Raleigh — The State Energy Office of the N.C. Department of Administration announced today the arrival of its new E85-capable 2007 Chevrolet Impala that will be used to further promote ethanol and alternative fuel vehicles across North Carolina. The vehicle was provided by General Motors Corporation (GM) through a continuing partnership with the Governors’ Ethanol Coalition.  

The first official appearance of the corncob-emblazoned vehicle is scheduled for the N.C. State Fair, Friday through Oct. 22, at the Triangle J Council of Governments’ alternative fuel vehicle display located between the Village of Yesteryear (Holshouser Building) and the Pitzer Heritage Circle. State Energy Office Director Larry Shirley will be at the display from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Friday.

“The State Energy Office is excited to have this vehicle as another tool to educate consumers about the economic and environmental benefits of alternative fuels,” Shirley said. “Ethanol is a renewable, alternative source of energy that can power both our vehicles and domestic economy without polluting the environment. We hope that all fair visitors will stop by to learn more about alternative fuels and vehicles.”  

The Impala was made available through a no-cost, one-year lease as part of a joint campaign between GM and the Governors’ Ethanol Coalition, a bipartisan group of governors dedicated to the promotion and increased use of ethanol. This is the second E85-capable vehicle provided to North Carolina.

The new vehicle is capable of using standard gasoline or E85, an ethanol blend of up to 85 percent ethanol and 15 percent gasoline. Ethanol is a renewable, domestically produced fuel created by fermenting organic materials such as corn, grains, crop and forestry waste materials. It is blended with gasoline at different levels to produce a cleaner burning fuel that reduces the sulfur and carbon dioxide emissions that contribute to greenhouse gases. 

State government is the leading user of alternative fuels in North Carolina, with more than 5,500 E85-capable flex-fuel vehicles maintained by the Department of Administration’s Division of Motor Fleet Management. In 2005, these vehicles used approximately 280,000 gallons of E85 and 460,000 gallons of E10 fuel.  

The N.C. General Assembly passed legislation in 2005 requiring all state agencies with fleets of 10 or more vehicles to reduce or displace petroleum use by 20 percent over four years. In 2006, the General Assembly 

directed the Department of Administration to develop a plan to convert or add fuel dispensing facilities to expand availability of alternative fuels for state vehicles across North Carolina.
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