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Grants support fuel choice and air quality goals
Raleigh, NC – November 15, 2004   The State Energy Office and the North Carolina Solar Center are awarding grants across the state to combat U.S. reliance on imported oil and improve transportation related emissions. Through the NC Alternative Fuel Incentive Project over $90,000 from the State Energy Office is being distributed to increase the use of alternative transportation fuels throughout North Carolina. 

Forsyth County Automotive Services Department, through coordination with the Forsyth County Environmental Affairs Department, is introducing biodiesel into the County’s motor fleet. Biodiesel is a renewable fuel, often made from soy oil, which emits less harmful pollutants than conventional petroleum diesel. An estimated 30,000 gallons of B20, a blend of 20% biodiesel 80% conventional diesel, will be used in the county’s fleet.

Superior Oil Company is switching a diesel pump to B20 at the Penn Mart station in Salisbury. The City of Salisbury vehicles will serve as the “anchor fleet” for the service station that will offer the biodiesel blend for the same price as petroleum diesel. The Penn Mart is the fourth station in North Carolina to begin offering the environmentally preferable fuel to the motoring public. 

The University of North Carolina at Charlotte, in coordination with the Centralina Clean Fuels Coalition, is replacing two of the on-campus maintenance units (standard gasoline powered) with electric vehicles.

Wilson Technical Community College is installing a solar charging station to fuel a low speed electric vehicle for mail delivery. This zero emissions project will also serve as an instructional tool for educating students about the environment and alternative fuels.

The Western North Carolina Regional Air Quality Agency in Asheville will purchase and convert a new van to use compressed natural gas (CNG), a much cleaner burning fuel.  The van will be used for servicing their ambient air quality monitor network throughout Buncombe County.

Buncombe County is purchasing six CNG vehicles- three Honda Civic GX’s, dedicated natural gas Civics and three Crown Victoria police vehicles that will be retrofitted to operate on natural gas through EPA certified retrofits. The County will also begin to use B20 in all its transfer station trucks, which each make twelve forty mile round trips daily from Asheville to the landfill. 
Blue Ridge Biofuels will increase the availability of biodiesel in western North Carolina by selling B100 at its on site production facility in the river district near downtown Asheville. Blue Ridge Biofuels is producing biodiesel from waste vegetable oil collected from area restaurants. A new tank and pump will be purchased with Alternative Fuel Incentive Project funds to enable sales to the University of North Carolina at Asheville, Warren Wilson College, other area fleets and the motoring public. Funds are also being provided so that B100 can be sold for the same price as petroleum diesel, about $2.00 per gallon.
The North Carolina Zoological Park in Asheboro will begin to utilize B20 in its diesel trams and buses and plans signage to let park visitors know that they are riding in a vehicle that is powered by fuel made from vegetable oil. These vehicles transport over 700,000 passangers annually. 
Increasing the use of alternative fuels supports energy security and economic development while reducing harmful emissions. Anne Tazewell, Alternative Fuels Program Manager for the NC Solar Center, stated, “The State Energy Office and the NC Solar Center are pleased to be funding such an array of alternative fuel projects. These projects will add to the body of practical experience with these fuels and increase awareness about the need to diversify our energy supply.”

